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From the Director 

On behalf of all our recipients of service, the Volunteers, Staff, and Board of Directors of DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

SERVICES OF SOUTHWESTERN PA would like to wish you and yours a safe and joyous holiday season. 

 

Our mission is to offer a safe and peaceful haven to Washington, Greene, and Fayette victims of domestic violence and 

their children.  We can’t do it without you.  Please help us help all of them. 

 

As the holidays unfold, please remember: 

PEACE BEGINS AT HOME. 

Ninth Annual Peace Begins at Home Dinner 

A warm thanks is offered to everyone who attended DVSSP’s ninth annual PEACE BEGINS AT HOME dinner on 

October 15th.  Once again, our EMPTY PLACE AT THE TABLE* exhibit was displayed to memorialize lives lost as a result 

of domestic violence.  Special thanks go to Susan Price, our dinner chairperson; Jennifer Salvitti Davis, Rachel Gladden, 

and Ann Rae Suwak, our patrons co-chairs; Jodi Miceli Cuccia for her moving tribute to her daughter, Demi Brae 

Cuccia; Prime Stage Theatre’s Teen Dating Awareness Program for their outstanding performance; Julia Scott for the  

beautiful harp music; all our Silent and Ticket Auction donors; and all our advertisers, corporate sponsors, and      

patrons.  It was a lovely evening filled with fellowship, good food, some laughs, but above all the recognition that we 

must all do our part to ensure that there will never be another EMPTY PLACE AT THE TABLE due to domestic violence.  

Thanks to all who shared this special evening.  We look forward to seeing you all at next year’s dinner, which will be 

our tenth!   
 

* Empty Place at the Table © 2004 Women’s Resource Center, Inc., Scranton, PA 

Teen Dating Violence: How Adults Can Help 

 

Teen Dating Abuse Report, 2009 
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Teen Dating Violence (cont.) 

February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month.  The Education 

and Training Department at Domestic Violence Services of       

Southwestern Pennsylvania will work with schools, community 

groups and after school programs during the month of February to 

educate teens about teen dating violence.  However, this is a       

conversation that should take place year round.   

 

Every February, Break The Cycle sponsors It’s Time To Talk Day.  

It’s Time To Talk Day is a day dedicated to having conversations with 

teens and pre-teens about healthy relationships.  If you have a teen or 

pre-teen in your life, we encourage you to start a conversation!  It’s 

Time To Talk Day can be a great starting point for having further 

discussions with the teen or pre-teen in your life.  To find more  

information about It’s Time To Talk Day 2015, visit 

www.itstimetotalkday.org. 

 

Why is this important?  

 One in three teens will experience either physical, sexual, verbal 

abuse or threats from a dating partner. 

 One in four teens who have been in a serious relationship say 

their boyfriend or girlfriend has tried to prevent them from 

spending time with friends or family. 

 Females between the ages of 16-24 are more vulnerable to      

intimate partner violence. 

 Young people victimized by a dating partner are more likely to 

engage in risky sexual behavior and unhealthy dieting behaviors 

and the experience may disrupt normal development of         

self-esteem and body image. 

 Eighty one percent of parents surveyed either believe teen   

dating violence is not an issue or admit they do not know if it is 

one, and nearly 70% of teens have not had a conversation with 

their parents about dating abuse. 

 
Tips for Parents 

 

 Do your own research on dating abuse to get the facts before 

talking to your teen or pre-teen. Start with the information and 

resources at www.peacefromdv.org/datingparent. 

 Provide your child with examples of healthy relationships,  

pointing out unhealthy behavior. Use examples from your own 

life, television, movies or music. 

 Ask questions and encourage open discussion. Make sure you 

listen to your son or daughter, giving them a chance to speak. 

Avoid analyzing, interrupting, lecturing or accusing. 

 Keep it low key. Don’t push it if your child is not ready to talk. 

Try again another time. 

 Be supportive and nonjudgmental so they know they can come 

to you for help if their relationship becomes unhealthy in the 

future. 

 Admit to not knowing the answer to a particular question. This 

response builds trust. 

 Reinforce that dating should be fun! Stress that violence is never 

acceptable. 

 Remind your son or daughter that they have the right to say no 

to anything they're not comfortable with or ready for. They also 

must respect the rights of others. 

 If your child is in a relationship that feels uncomfortable,      

awkward or frightening, assure them they can come to you. And 

remember -- any decisions they make about the relationship 

should be their own. 

 Contact DVSSP to find out if there are dating violence         
prevention programs in your community. If not, work with 

DVSSP to bring abuse prevention to your local school or     

community group.  

Wish List 
 

All counties are in need of: 
 

 33 gal. black trash bags   Stamps 

 Tall kitchen garbage bags 
 

Washington and Fayette counties are in need of: 
 

 Duct Tape    Cleaning supplies 

 Diapers       Batteries 

 New women’s & children’s pajamas  Poster board frames 

 Pocket planners     Ethnic hair care products 

 Helium tank for balloons   Underwear and socks—new 

 Over-the-counter medications  Non-perishable food 
 
 

Washington County is in need of: 
 

  Mattress pads - twin   DVD movies 

 Boys socks—toddler-small—new  Disposable cameras 

 DVD Players                     Digital camera 

 Comet cleanser    Vaporizer   
 

Call 724-225-9811 in Washington County to arrange for a donation 

drop-off. 
 
 

Greene County is in need of:   
 

 Recordable DVDs   Digital camera            

 Thick tipped magic markers  
 

Please call 724-852-2373 to arrange for a donation drop-off in Greene 

County. 
 
 

Fayette County is in need of: 
 

 Plastic pillow protectors   Ziploc gallon freezer bags  

 Drano      Twin/full sheets 

 Dishwasher pods    Masking tape 
 
 

For donations in Fayette County, call 724-208-5529 for drop-off site 

and times. 

Domestic Violence in the News 
Who among us has not seen the video of Ray Rice assaulting his then 

fiancé in a casino elevator?  For many weeks it was nearly impossible to 

turn on a newscast or sports show without hearing about this visually 

disturbing act of domestic violence.  What brought the subject of    

domestic violence out of the shadows?  Was it because of a video 

where everyone could actually see the horrendous act occurring or was 

it that the abuser is a famous athlete?  Whatever the reason, a long 

overdue discussion about domestic violence is now taking place all over 

our nation.  Most folks could not imagine how vicious acts of domestic 

violence could be until they saw the video being played over and over 

again. 

 

Although this occurrence was captured on tape, incidents such as this 

—and even much worse—are happening to victims everyday.  The 

same outrage should be shown for each and every act of violence.  

During televised NFL games, NO MORE public services announcements 

featuring prominent athletes expressing their commitment to stop  

domestic violence are being aired.  The most recent one shows how 

difficult the subject can be to talk about.  Domestic Violence Services of 

Southwestern PA recognizes this and strives to get the conversation 
started.  Please join us in saying NO MORE! 

If you wish to contribute to Domestic Violence Services of        

Southwestern PA through the Combined Federal  Campaign, our 

agency code is 17026. 

http://www.loveisrespect.org/is-this-abuse/dating-violence-statistics
http://www.loveisrespect.org/about-break-the-cycle


DVSSP Statistics  
July 1, 2013 — June 30, 2014 

Total new victims                                          1,417 
Total new significant others                              139 

Total new children                                           219 
Total new recipients of service                1,775 
 

Domestic violence-related hotline calls       1,391.00 

Total adult counseling hours                    10,205.65 
Total significant other counseling hours        133.01 
Total child counseling hours                      4,247.94 

Total counseling hours                      14,586.60 
 

Shelter nights to victims                                 6,251  
Shelter nights to children                               5,059 

Total shelter nights                     11,310 
  
Total DV Full, referred elsewhere               75 

Victims                                             33 
Children                                           42 
 

Total Protection From Abuse 
Orders Filed                                                 722 
 

Programs to community groups                        160 

to 4839 people                                                               
Programs to schools                                        270 

to 6335 students 

Community/systems trainings                             38 
to 686 people 

Media/other events                                          161 
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Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA 
Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2014 

CURRENT ASSETS   CURRENT LIABILITIES  
     Cash $     361,345   Accounts payable and accrued expenses $   55,519 
 Grants receivable 180,898   Accrued payroll and taxes         27,565 

 Other receivables 9,307   83,084 
      Prepaid expenses          10,736    
        562,286     

     
INVESTMENTS        219,515  NET ASSETS  
       Unrestricted 850,605 

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT       Temporarily restricted 4,913 
 Land 13,000      Permanently restricted         64,846 
 Building and improvements 307,807         920,364 

 Furniture and equipment        294,835    

 615,642  TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $  1,003,448 
 Less:  accumulated depreciation      (393,995)    

        221,647    

TOTAL ASSETS $   1,003,448    

  

Unrestricted 

Temporarily 

Restricted 

Permanently 

Restricted 
Total 

All Funds 
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE                   

 Grants & contracts $   1,434,979 $         4,913 $               -  $  1,439,892 

 Contributions 180,781 - - 180,781 

 Fundraisers 52,857 - - 52,857 
      Other revenues 12,798 - - 12,798 

      Realized gain on investments 14,854 - - 14,854 

 Client fees 22,798 - - 22,798 

      Mortgage debt forgiveness 8,915 - - 8,915 

 Hallam rent 7,200 - - 7,200 

      Interest and dividends 6,368 - - 6,368 

 Net assets released from restrictions          12,409       (12,409)                   -                   - 

      1,753,959        (7,496)                  -      1,746,463 

     

EXPENDITURES     
      Personnel:     

  Salaries 767,803 - - 767,803 

  Taxes and benefits 248,431 - - 248,431 

  Retirement 37,384 - - 37,384 
 Operations:     

  Rent 126,464 - - 126,464 

  Cleaning & maintenance 39,409 - - 39,409 

  Utilities 60,371 - - 60,371 

  Fundraising 10,268 - - 10,268 

          Travel & conferences 55,893 - - 55,893 

  Relocation 31,762 - - 31,762 

  Depreciation 17,939 - - 17,939 

  Telephone 18,925 - - 18,925 

Subcontract 145,093 - - 145,093 

  Administrative costs 21,295 - - 21,295 

  Insurance 18,207 - - 18,207 

Office supplies 11,132 - - 11,132 

  Audit 13,978 - - 13,978 

  Equipment rental 12,369 - - 12,369 

  Advertising 8,423 - - 8,423 

  Miscellaneous 7,014 - - 7,014 

  Postage 3,946 - - 3,946 

  Real estate taxes 4,393 - - 4,393 

  Food 4,353 - - 4,353 

          Printing 3,610 - - 3,610 

  Program expenses 11,080 - - 11,080 

  Dues, membership, training 9,146 - - 9,146 

  Books & subscriptions               552                   -                             -                552 

      1,689,240                   -                  -      1,689,240 
 

    
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 64,719 (7,496) - 57,223 

     

NET ASSETS – BEGINNING OF YEAR         785,886          12,409         64,846        863,141 

     

NET ASSETS – END OF YEAR $       850,605 $         4,913 $      64,846 $     920,364 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA 
Statement of Financial Position June 30, 2014 

Audit was performed by Houston & Associates, LLC, Certified Public Accountants 
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During the holiday season, every person has his or her own definition of the word peace.  For some it is the 

hustle and bustle of the season, for others it is the moment when your last guest departs. Some may even 

define it as when they find that perfect present.  For Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA, it 

means not having to live in fear.  Home is a place filled with peace.  This is what we wish for everyone.   

Peace at home.  
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WASHINGTON, PA 
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Administrative Office 
724.223.5481 • Fax 724.223.5482 
308 East Maiden Street • Washington, PA 15301 
 

Washington County Shelter 
724.223.9190 • 1.800.791.4000 • Fax 724.229.0284 
 

Greene County Satellite Office 
724.852.2463 • Fax 724.627.4729 
 

Fayette County Shelter 
724.439.9500 • Fax 724.437.2543 

 

Carol Willison………………………....................Editor 
Michelle L. Robinson-Ritter...............................Executive Director 

Has your mailing address changed?  If it has, we would like to 

know.  Please check the appropriate box below, make any 

changes next to the mailing label and return it to:  
 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA 

308 East Maiden Street • Washington, PA 15301 
 

Thank you!  
 

 Name misspelled 

 Contact person changed 

 Address incorrect 

 Please remove from mailing list 

Domestic Violence 
Services of  

Southwestern PA 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA is funded by grants from the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence, The Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, ESG/HUD & DPW-
HAP/Washington County, HUD/Fayette County, United Way and through donations from area churches, businesses, organizations, clubs and private individuals.  All services are 
provided confidentially and without regard to race, color, age, sex, religious creed, ancestry, national origin, handicap or disability, marital status or sexual orientation.  Registered with 
the Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Maryland, and Alabama Bureaus of Charitable Organizations.  A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the 
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.  West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents 

from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, West Virginia 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement. 


