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Sign Up for Our Electronic Newsletter! 

The newsletter that we publish is our way of keeping our supporters up to date on our agency and current news 

pertaining to domestic violence.  We feel that this is a very important tool in bringing awareness to domestic violence 

issues.  However, the cost of printing and mailing our newsletter has become increasingly expensive.  These are funds 

we feel could be put to better use providing direct services to victims of domestic violence and their children. 

 

Here is how you can help.  We can e-mail our newsletter in PDF format directly to your inbox.  If you would be  

willing to receive your newsletter electronically, please send an e-mail to admin@peacefromdv.org or visit our     

website at www.peacefromdv.org and subscribe using the “sign up for our newsletter” form.  Our newsletter is also 

available on our website under the “Resources” tab.  Whether you choose to receive your newsletter electronically 

or by postal mail, we are pleased that you take time out of your busy schedule to become better informed about 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA and the issue of domestic violence. 

Family and Friends of Victims 

If you know somebody who is in an abusive relationship, they are not the only victims.  Friends and family of abuse 

victims can experience anger, frustration, confusion, or sadness as the result of being close to somebody in an abusive 

relationship. 

 

It is not uncommon for a friend or family member to ask themselves “What can I do to help?” 

 

Here are some things that you can do to help a friend or family member in an abusive relationship. 

 Focus on strengths.  Always give positive reinforcement and emotional support.  “It’s not your fault.”  “No 

one deserves to be mistreated.”  “Violence is never acceptable.” 

 Lend an empathetic ear.  Let them know that you are willing to listen.  Do not force the issue or judge  

decisions.  Be respectful and non-judgmental.  Do not try to “fix” the situation. 

 Be a friend in deed.  Provide assistance when you can for help with moving, childcare, transportation, etc. 

 Support the victim’s decisions.  Do not blame the victim or try to change their mind.  Do not offer advice.  

“You should…”  “Why don’t you…” 

 Help them understand the danger.  Explain to them that abuse does not occur in all relationships. 

 Protect the victim’s confidentiality.  Keep all information confidential.  Never confront the abuser without 

victim approval, as it may further jeopardize their safety. 

 If you are concerned for their safety, let them know!  If you notice an injury, inquire about it.  Be sure to 

speak privately to ensure safety. 

 Help them develop a safety plan.  Make a list of emergency contacts.  Develop resources and ideas for   

difficult issues. 

 Become informed.  Schedule a speaker from the Education and Training Department to speak with your 

organization.  Request informational literature.  Call our hotline number for your county for assistance.  

Check out our website, www.peacefromdv.org, for information and resources. 

 

If you would like to learn more about what domestic violence is, what our services are, and how you can help,     

contact the Education and Training Department at edutrain@peacefromdv.org to schedule a speaker at your next 

meeting or training. 

 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA not only offers its services to victims, but to the friends and family of 

the victims as well.  If you know somebody in an abusive relationship and would like to talk with somebody about it, 

you can call our hotline at one of the numbers below. 

 

Washington County   724-223-9190 Greene County   724-852-2463 Fayette County   724-439-9500 

or 800-791-4000 
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Our Volunteers are “Tiki”rific! 

    Empower                                   

April 6 - 12 marked the 40th anniversary of National Volunteer Week, which demonstrates the enduring importance of recognizing our country’s 

volunteers for their vital contributions. 

 

DVSSP staff was proud and honored to recognize our hard-working, talented, and loyal volunteers with an appreciation Luau during the week. 

 

Below are some of the ways these volunteers help us throughout the year: 

 

Facilitate support group (nutrition, budgeting, self-defense, vocational skills) Cover overnights at the Shelters 

Serve on the DVSSP Board of Directors    Cover the Greene County office when staff is out at presentations 

Help with the Fresh Start children     Staff community education tables 

Assist with the Protection From Abuse process    Do clerical work in our Administrative Office 

Distribute literature in the community     Serve on the Domestic Violence Awareness Month committee 

 

With nearly 6,000 documented volunteer hours last year, most will agree that DVSSP volunteers are “TIKI”RIFIC!!   

Day of Giving - WCCF Gives & Clicks for Cash 

Washington County Community Foundation will be hosting their second Day of Giving - WCCF Gives - on September 10, 2014 to      

support charities in Washington County.  Each donation made via www.wccfgives.org on that day will be increased by a percentage of a 

$100,000 match pool.  By donating during this event you will not only show your support of the charities that work so hard to make the       

community a better place, but will also maximize the size of your donation by adding match funds to your gift.  Domestic Violence Services of 

Southwestern PA is proud to be among the organizations from which you may choose when you make your donation.  For more information, 

visit www.wccfgives.org.  Please mark your calendars so that you do not miss out on this generous opportunity. 

 

In preparation for the Day of Giving, a “Clicks for Cash” contest will be held June 9 - 15.  All you need to do is go to the 

www.wccfgives.org website and visit our charity profile page.  The charities with the most unique visitors to their profile page will be eligible to 

win an unrestricted grant. 

Wish List 
 

Washington, Greene, and Fayette counties are in need of: 
 

 Paper products    Stamps 

 Coffee     Tall kitchen garbage bags 

 Light bulbs    Wite out tape 
 

Washington and Fayette counties are in need of: 
 

 Dishwasher detergent   Ethnic hair products 

 Liquid laundry products   Diapers 

 Bathroom cleaner   Spiral notebooks 

 Band aids    Women’s pajamas all sizes 

 All purpose cleaners   
 

Greene County is in need of: 
 

 8 1/2 X 11 Laminating sheets  Blank CDs or DVDs  
 

Due to limited storage space, our donation needs are constantly updated.  

To see what our current needs are, in addition to the items listed above, 
please call us or check out the donations page on our website at 

www.peacefromdv.org. 
 

Call our donation line for Washington County at 724-225-9811, our   

donation line for Fayette County at 724-208-5529, or our office in Greene 

County at 724-852-2373 for current needs and drop-off information. 

 

DVSSP Statistics 
July 2013 — December 2013 

 

School/Community Groups    232   

 To number of people  6244              

Trainings        18 

 To number of people    275 

Total new recipients of service    950 

 Adults and significant others    817 

 Children      133 

Hotline calls       721 

Total shelter nights: adult victims  3500           

 New and continuing adult victims   201                 

Total shelter nights: children  3085           

 New and continuing children    173 

Total DV full, referred elsewhere      17 

 Victims        12           

 Children         5             

 Total counseling hours                 7455.84             

 Victims                  5321.13             

 Significant others                     65.85              

 Children    2068.88  

Community Awareness Volunteers Needed 
With summer just around the corner, the Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) committee is already planning for a purple October.  

However, we need individuals willing to serve as a point person in their respective communities,  In September, you would receive a supply of 

DVAM signs, ribbons, and brochures from staff.  Then, reach out to friends, businesses, churches, municipalities, etc. to encourage the display of 

these materials during the month of October.  Finally, you would track where the materials were displayed and ensure they were removed at the 

end of the month. 

 
If interested, please email EduTrain@peacefromdv.org or call (724) 223-5477 in Washington, (724) 852-2373 in Greene, or (724) 437-2530 in 
Fayette. 
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Celebrate the Women In Your Life 

Enclosed is my Mother’s Day contribution to Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern Pennsylvania. 

Please make checks payable to Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA (DVSSP.) 

Return the completed form and check by May 1, 2014 to:   
 

    Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA 

    308 East Maiden Street 

    Washington, PA 15301 
 

Please print clearly. 

Your name and address:        Please send my Mother’s Day card to: 
 

Name:          Name: 
 

 

Address:                       Address:  
 

     

City, State, Zip:            City, State, Zip:  
 

 

No goods or services have been provided to you by Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA in consideration for this contribution. A copy of the 

official registration and financial information of Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA may be obtained from the PA Department of State by 

calling 1-800-732-0999 within the state. This call is toll-free. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

On Sunday, May 11, 2014 we will honor our Mothers on Mother’s Day.  Although a day specifically designated to honor mothers, we believe 

that it should be a day to celebrate ALL women.  Women as a whole have many accomplishments and have proven to be able to dream and 

achieve dreams.  Our clients are no different.  Every day, victims of domestic violence enter our shelters, unsure and afraid.  As they are      

entering, other victims are leaving, empowered and excited for the future.  They are women who have gained strength and confidence in  

themselves.  By honoring the special women in your life for their strength and confidence, you can help more of our clients recognize these 

attributes in themselves.  Simply complete the form below and mail it back to us with your donation.  We will then mail whomever you choose 

to honor a Mother’s Day card.  Please return all requests to us by Thursday, May 1, 2014.  Women everywhere deserve the chance to see 

their potential and live in peace.  Together we can make that happen. 

DVSSP on Social Media 

 
Are you looking for the most updated DVSSP information?  Be sure to check us out on social media! 

 

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/peacefromdv or follow us on Twitter @peacefromdv.  We are also on Instagram.  Be sure to tag us 

in photos of your awareness efforts @peacefromdv #DVSSP!  Looking for inspirational quotes or educational information?  Look us up on   

Pinterest for a variety of domestic violence and prevention related pins. 

AmeriCorps  

Every day across the nation AmeriCorps members are making a powerful impact on the most critical issues facing 

our country.  This year, AmeriCorps is celebrating 20 years of “getting things done for America.”  Through the  

Pennsylvania Mountain Service Corps, Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA is proud to host AmeriCorps 

member Kelly Young.  Kelly is in her third year serving as our Donations Coordinator.  She has worked hard creating 

a system to collect and distribute donations in the three counties we serve.  If you drop off donations on Tuesdays in 

Washington County or Fridays in Fayette County, it is Kelly who greets you.  DVSSP is very fortunate to have Kelly 

on board.  If you would like more information on AmeriCorps, visit www.pmsc.org. 

Thank You 

How can we thank everyone enough for all of their assistance over the winter holidays?  For many of our clients the holidays are a time to be 

dreaded.  Barely able to afford necessities, they worry about being able to provide their children with a holiday meal and presents.  They turn to 

us for assistance and we in turn ask for your help.  Once again, we were thankful and impressed by your willingness to help our women and 

children.  From those of you who adopted individuals, to those who held new toy drives, to those who came and helped wrap, we appreciate 

you.  We would like to send a special thank you to Washington Crown Center for again donating the use of a drop-off and storage site to hold 

all of the wonderful gifts that were donated.  The holidays are a hectic time and your efforts to help those in need are to be commended.   

Without your help, many of our clients would not have been able to enjoy the holidays.  You made our belief, PEACE BEGINS AT HOME, a 

reality. Thank you. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.thenorthblog.com/2013/10/pinterest-rolls-out-promoted-pins/&sa=U&ei=xA4rU9OfJ-fw0gGr2IDIAw&ved=0CCMQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNHUckppGhb3zmmw9RenE7pwFXuQhw
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+button&view=detail&id=34261AE807B4DE0885359FC6220CA285A386E275&first=0&qpvt=facebook+button&FORM=IDFRIR
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

We are hosting our 9th 
annual Peace Begins at 

Home Dinner on 
October 15, 2014. We 

will be sending out 
details closer to the 

date, but we want to 
make sure that everyone 
has it marked on their 

calendars! We are 
looking forward to a 

great evening and hope 
you will join us. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Mark your calendars!  Below is a list of events in which DVSSP is participating.  If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at (724) 223-5481.  

 

11th Annual Prevention Fair In the Park 
Mark your calendar for Friday, June 20, 2014 from noon to 3:00 PM, when the Washington Drug 

and Alcohol Commission will hold their 11th Annual Prevention Fair in the Park.  This event is 

FREE and will be held in the Vernon C. Neal Sportsplex at the entrance to the Washington Park.  

DVSSP will be one of the area human service agencies that will have an informational table set up.  

There will also be entertainment and free refreshments.  Please join us for this fun event.   

 
Family Fun Fest 
Come join us at Family Fun Fest presented by Fayette County Human Service Council on June 21, 

2014 from 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM at the Fayette County Fairgrounds.  There will be children’s 

activities, a basket auction, a petting zoo, human service agencies (including DVSSP), displays, and 

many more fun and educational activities.  Admission is FREE and includes a hot dog and drink.  For 

more information, visit www.facebook.com/familyfunfest. 

 

Rain Day 
Every July 29th, Rain Day is celebrated in Waynesburg.  This year marks the 140th observance of 

Rain Day.  The event is sponsored by the Special Events Commission and runs from 11:00 AM - 

8:00 PM.  DVSSP will have an information booth set up.  Come down for a day of fun activities, rain 

or shine, and make sure that you stop by our booth and say hello. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Has your mailing address changed? If it has, we would like to 

know.  Please check the appropriate box below, make any 

changes next to the mailing label and return it to:  
 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA 

308 East Maiden Street • Washington, PA 15301 
 

Thank you!  
 Name misspelled 

 Contact person changed 

 Address incorrect 

 Please remove from mailing list 

Domestic Violence 
Services of  

Southwestern PA 

Administrative Office 
724.223.5481 • Fax 724.223.5482 
308 East Maiden Street • Washington, PA 15301 
 

Washington County Shelter 
724.223.9190 • 1.800.791.4000 • Fax 724.229.0284 
 

Greene County Satellite Office 
724.852.2463 • Fax 724.627.4729 
 

Fayette County Shelter 
724.439.9500 • Fax 724.437.2543 

 

Carol Willison………………………....................Editor 
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