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Washington SD Athletic Director Joseph Nicolella 
Is Winner of PCADV’s Male Leadership Award 

 
School administrator is cited for teaching students about violence prevention 
PITTSBURGH, May 16, 2016 – Washington School District Athletic Director Joseph Nicolella 

is the winner of the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence’s first Excellence in 

Male Leadership award for western Pennsylvania, symbolizing his commitment to educating 

young student-athletes about healthy relationships and respecting women. 

 

“If we are to end domestic violence for the next generation, it will require commitment from 

everyone – especially men,’’ said PCADV Executive Director Peg J. Dierkers. “In his dual roles 

as athletic director and National Honor Society adviser, Mr. Nicolella has made the Washington 

School District a recognized leader in violence prevention. He embodies the leadership, 

dedication, devotion and spirit of PCADV’s #FathersDayPledgePA campaign to end gender 

violence.’’ 

 

Mr. Nicolella was selected by an independent panel of judges, from a list of seven candidates 

who were nominated by PCADV’s member programs in western Pennsylvania. His award will 

presented at a May 17 press conference in Market Square in downtown Pittsburgh to kick off a 

month-long series of events to raise public awareness about gender violence. Mr. Nicolella also 

will be honored at a #FathersDayPlegePA on-field ceremony before the Pirates’ June 4 home 

game against the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim. 
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 “To be recognized by the PCADV for contributing to the cause of promoting violence 

prevention is an honor,” Mr. Nicolella said. “Hopefully, through efforts such as the PCADV 

initiative and other programs, awareness of violence prevention will continue to spread.” 

 

Since 2007, Mr. Nicolella has worked independently and in conjunction with the Domestic 

Violence Services of Southwestern Pennsylvania in violence prevention. As National Honor 

Society adviser, he encouraged NHS members to coordinate personal care item drives for 

domestic violence survivors living in shelter. As athletic director, he promoted the annual fall 

sports signing of the Coaching Boys Into Men (CBIM) player, coach, and fan pledges to treat 

women and girls with respect. CBIM is a prevention program aimed at high school athletes, and 

its pledges have been featured during a Friday night football home game since 2011.  In June 

2015, Mr. Nicolella attended training for Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) at the Jewish 

Community Center in Pittsburgh. Jackson Katz’s MVP program promotes the bystander 

approach, and Mr. Nicolella began to educate school district athletes this year in the MVP model. 

 

“Joe embodies the pledge not just in words, but also in his actions,’’ said Samantha Lee, the 

communications specialist for the Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern Pennsylvania, 

who nominated Nicolella. “He has gone above and beyond the duties of his work from the very 

beginning, with absolutely no ulterior motive except the well-being and betterment of students 

and athletes whose lives he has touched.’’ 

 

Although Mr. Nicolella is stepping down as athletic director at the end of the school year, he said 

that conducting the annual fall Coaching Boys Into Men pledges and his other prevention 

initiatives will continue. His replacement as athletic director has embraced Mr. Nicolella’s 

efforts to educate the district’s student-athletes about violence prevention.   

 

“Joe Nicolella has embodied the attributes of ethical male leadership in all of the programs he  
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fostered in the Washington School District, to educate everyone in responsible, ethical and  

appropriate social behaviors,’’ said Dr. Roberta DiLorenzo, the Washington School District 

superintendent. “More importantly, Joe has modeled these behaviors throughout his career in all 

situations. He is the consummate gentleman, and one that demonstrates respect and dignity for 

others at all times.’’  

 

Gender violence is a shockingly common social problem in southwestern Pennsylvania, Dierkers 

said. Last year, 25 of 146 Pennsylvanians who died in domestic violence-related homicides were 

from the southwestern region, according to PCADV’s 2015 Fatality Report. More than 3,400 

requests for temporary Protection From Abuse orders were granted by judges in the nine-county 

southwestern Pennsylvania area from Jan. 1 to May 10, 2016: 1,662 in Allegheny, 368 in 

Westmoreland, 303 in Butler, 295 in Washington, 205 in Beaver, 204 in Lawrence, 203 in 

Fayette, 65 in Armstrong and 42 in Greene.  

 

Several studies have shown that women are victims in about 90 percent of all reported domestic 

violence incidents. Last year, men were the perpetrators in 85 percent of Pennsylvania’s 

domestic homicide incidents, according to PCADV records.  

 

Most men do respect women. PCADV’s #FathersDayPledgePA campaign, now in its third year, 

asks good men to help end gender violence by speaking up when they see it occurring around 

them. Men are encouraged to sign a pledge to help end gender violence by signing an online 

petition at www.pasaysnomore.com. Pennsylvania’s two Major League Baseball teams, the 

Pittsburgh Pirates and Philadelphia Phillies, have filmed public service announcements in which 

players and coaches invite men to say NO MORE to domestic violence and sexual assault. 

 

“The Pirates’ ownership, management, coaches and players are lending their voices to the 

growing chorus of men in Pennsylvania who are saying, ‘Being a man does not mean physically  
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or emotionally abusing women’; it means treating your partner with dignity and educating others 

about healthy relationships,’’ Dierkers said. “We’re trying to change the conversation about what 

it means to be a man – being strong but without devaluing or objectifying women. We want to 

raise awareness about being a different type of man.” 

 

About PCADV  

Founded in 1976, the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence is the oldest statewide 

domestic violence coalition in the nation. Each year it provides free and confidential services to 

nearly 100,000 victims of domestic violence, through a network of 60 community-based 

programs serving all 67 counties in the commonwealth. PCADV also promotes public awareness 

of domestic violence-related issues through its PA SAYS NO MORE campaign, which it operates 

in partnership with the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape. For more information, visit 

www.pcadv.org or www.pasaysnomore.com, or follow PCADV on Facebook and on Twitter, 

@pcadvorg. 
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Joseph Nicolella Dossier 

 
TITLE: Athletic Director and National Honor Society Director, Washington 

School District 

 

AGE:    61 

 

HISTORY: Born in Washington, Pa., and is a graduate of Trinity High School and 

West Virginia University. 

 

CAREER: Taught English for 35 years in the Washington School District where he 

coached junior high and junior varsity boys’ basketball and was an 

assistant varsity boys basketball coach. …Was named the 2016 Tri-

County Athletic Director of the Year. 

 

 

PERSONAL: He and his wife of 32 years, Marla, have three children — Katie, Jamie, 

and Jake. Katie (Michael) and Jamie (Jordan) are married. He and his wife 

have one grandchild (Farryn, Katie and Michael’s daughter). 
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