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From the Director 

As we end our thirty-third year of domestic violence service provision, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES OF 

SOUTHWESTERN PA would like to wish you and yours a PEACEFUL and SAFE holiday season. 

 

The mission of Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA is to increase awareness of domestic violence and its 

effect on the community, to empower those victimized by providing advocacy and safe and effective services, and to 

work for social change designed to eliminate domestic violence. 

 

DVSSP needs your help to offer the quality services that Washington, Greene, and Fayette domestic violence survivors 

and their children need.  We can’t do it without YOU.  Please help us help all of them. 

 

As the holidays unfold, always remember: 

PEACE BEGINS AT HOME. 

Continued page 2 

What is One Billion Rising Solidarity? 
 

One Billion Rising Solidarity is a call to women, 

men, and youth around the world to gather safely 

on February 14, 2018 outside of places where they 

are entitled to justice--court houses, police stations, 

government offices, school administration buildings, 

work places, places of worship, or simply public 

gathering places where women deserve to feel safe 

but too often do not.  It is a call to help survivors 

to break the silence and release their stories –  

politically, spiritually, outrageously – through art, 

dance, marches, ritual, song, spoken word,        

testimonies and whatever way feels right. 

When is One Billion Rising Solidarity? 
 

One Billion Rising Solidarity will take place on 

Friday, February 14th, 2018.  If you or your group 

would like to participate, you choose the time.   

Why “One Billion”? 
 

One in three women on the planet will be raped 

or beaten in her lifetime.  That is one billion 

women.  In 2017, one billion women and men 

shook the earth through dance to end violence 

against women and girls.  

Why dance? 
 

Dancing insists we take up space.  It has no set 

direction, but we go there together.  It can happen 

anywhere at any time with anyone and everyone.  

It’s free.  It joins us and pushes us to go further.  It’s 

contagious and it spreads quickly. 

Why release?  
 

One Billion Rising Solidarity is a call to survivors 

to break the silence and release their stories.  

Justice begins when we speak, release, and 

acknowledge the truth in solidarity and        

community.  One Billion Rising Solidarity is an 

invitation to break free from confinement,    

obligation, shame, guilt, grief, pain, humiliation, 

and rage.   
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One Billion Rising Solidarity 
(cont.) 

Wish List 
 
All counties are in need of: 
 

 33 gal. black trash bags   Stamps 

 Tall kitchen garbage bags 
 

Washington and Fayette counties are in need of: 
 

 Lysol spray    Cleaning supplies 

 Diapers       Zipper pillow protectors 

 New women’s pajamas   Mousse 

 Pocket planners     Ethnic hair care products 

 Over-the-counter medications  Asst. craft paint brushes  
 
 

Washington County is in need of: 
 

  Mattress pads - twin   DVD movies 

 Bath towels                         Kitchen towels    
 

Call 724-225-9811 in Washington County to arrange for a donation 

drop-off. 
 
 

Greene County is in need of:   
 

 Stamps     Paper products  

 Scotch tape  
 

Please call 724-852-2373 to arrange for a donation drop-off in Greene 

County. 
 
 

Fayette County is in need of: 
 

 Plastic pillow protectors   Ziploc gallon freezer bags  

 Drano      Twin/full sheets 

 Dishwasher pods    
 
 

For donations in Fayette County, call 724-208-5529 for drop-off site 

and times. 

Twelfth Annual Peace Begins at Home Dinner  

A warm thanks is offered to everyone who attended DVSSP’s twelfth annual PEACE BEGINS AT HOME dinner on October 11th.  Once again, 

our EMPTY PLACE AT THE TABLE* exhibit was displayed to memorialize lives lost as a result of domestic violence.  Special thanks go to Jennifer 

Salvitti Davis, Rachel Gladden, and Susan Price, our patrons co-chairs; F. Dale Lolley, our guest speaker; Jack Giacomal for entertaining us  

throughout dinner with his wonderful music; all our Silent and Ticket Auction donors; and all our advertisers, corporate sponsors, and patrons.  It 

was a lovely evening filled with fellowship, good food, some laughs, but above all the recognition that we must all do our part to ensure that there 

will never be another EMPTY PLACE AT THE TABLE due to domestic violence.  Thanks to all who shared this special evening.  We look forward to 

seeing you all at next year’s dinner, which will be our thirteenth!   
 

* Empty Place at the Table © 2004 Women’s Resource Center, Inc., Scranton, PA 

Spring Volunteer Training 
 
Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA relies heavily on our group of dedicated volunteers to help provide much needed services in the 

counties we serve.  During the 2016-2017 fiscal year, our volunteers put in a total of 5,323 hours.  This is equal to two-and-a-half full-time staff.  

Dedicated and caring individuals who want to make a difference in the lives of others are always welcomed and valued at DVSSP.  Together we 

can empower victims to live their lives violence free!  Individuals who complete the forty-five plus hours of training will be certified as counselor/

advocate volunteers and must commit to an average of two hours of service per week.  Volunteer opportunities include: empowerment        

counseling, facilitation/co-leadership of support groups, hotline work, legal advocacy, prevention/education, community outreach, clerical support, 

fundraising, and childcare.  If you would like more information on our upcoming spring volunteer training, please contact us at 

edutrain@peacefromdv.org or call our Education and Training Department at 724-223-5477.  Visit our website at www.peacefromdv.org/

volunteers for more details. 

I want to participate, now what? 
 
• Let One Billion Rising know about your event by signing up at 

www.onebillionrising.org. 

• Gather your team! 

• Download “Break the Chain,” the anthem for One Billion Rising 

events and learn the “Break the Chain” dance, or choreograph 

your own routine!  (Music and videos can be downloaded at 

www.onebillionrising.org.) 

• Choose a time and venue.  Regardless of the location, it is vitally 

important that you gather safely, so please research the   

specific rules, laws and potential permits needed for a 

public gathering in the location of your choice. 

• Once you’ve finalized all of the details, contact the Education 

and Training Department at DVSSP by calling 724-223-5477 so 

that we can support you! 

Dating Violence Services 

One in three teens will experience abuse in their relationships.  It is 

for that reason DVSSP began offering services to teens.  Teens     

experiencing abuse in their relationships who are 14 years of age or 

older are able to access free and confidential services.  By calling the 

24-hour hotline, a teen can speak directly to a counselor advocate or 

schedule a one on one in person empowerment appointment.      

Information on our teen support group, Students Talking About   

Relationships, is also available by calling the 24-hour hotline.   

 
Teens that are 14 years old or older and are receiving services are 

granted the same confidentiality as an adult client, however, all DVSSP 

staff and volunteers are mandated reporters and must report child 

abuse.  For more information about services available to teens, call the 

24-hour hotline at 800-791-3000. 



DVSSP Statistics  
July 1, 2016 — June 30, 2017 

DVSSP 
Board of Directors 

Natalie Chaido, President 

Karen Yocca, Vice President 

Mary Pruss, Secretary 

Elizabeth Guerrieri, Treasurer 

Dana Cook Baer 

Rachel Gladden 

Dolores Hart 

Andrea O’Daniel 

Trenna Passalacqua 

Susan Price 

Kathleen Sabol 

Christine Weller 

Michelle Robinson-Ritter,     

Executive Director 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA 
Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2017 

CURRENT ASSETS   CURRENT LIABILITIES  
     Cash $     155,694   Accounts payable and accrued expenses $   54,101 
 Grants receivable 361,779   Accrued payroll and taxes         58,052 
      Prepaid expenses          17,042         112,153 

        534,515     
     
INVESTMENTS        538,453  NET ASSETS  

       Unrestricted 1,138,099 
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT       Permanently restricted         64,846 
 Land 13,000       1,202,945 

 Building and improvements 324,824    
 Furniture and equipment        112,657    

 450,481  TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $  1,315,098 
 Less:  accumulated depreciation      (208,351)    

        242,130    

TOTAL ASSETS $   1,315,098    

  

Unrestricted 

Temporarily 

Restricted 

Permanently 

Restricted 
Total 

All Funds 
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE                   

 Grants & contracts $   1,719.163 $                - $               -  $  1,719,163 

 Contributions 207,697 - - 207,697 

 Fundraisers, net 60,080 - - 60,080 
      Other revenues 14,009 - - 14,009 

      Realized and unrealized gain (loss) on   

      investments 80,921 

- - 

80,921 
 Client fees 8,791 - - 8,791 

 Hallam rent 7,200 - - 7,200 

      Interest and dividends          11,966                 -                  -          11,966 

      Net assets released from restrictions            3,668        (3,668)                  -                   - 

      2,113,495        (3,668)                  -      2,109,827 

EXPENDITURES     
      Personnel:     

  Salaries 1,046,892 - - 1,046,892 

  Taxes and benefits 259,670 - - 259,670 

  Retirement 52,048 - - 52,048 
 Operations:     

  Subcontract 160,077 - - 160,077 
  Rent 114,010 - - 114,010 

  Cleaning & maintenance 45,063 - - 45,063 

  Utilities 45,636 - - 45,636 

          Administrative costs 40,762 - - 40,762 

  Office supplies 38,761 - - 38,761 

  Relocation 32,965 - - 32,965 

  Depreciation 33,321 - - 33,321 

Telephone 24,614 - - 24,614 

  Travel & conferences 22,341 - - 22,341 

  Security 16,457 - - 16,457 

Insurance 16,685 - - 16,685 

  Audit 14,900 - - 14,900 

  Printing 9,471 - - 9,471 

  Equipment rental 9,348 - - 9,348 

  Advertising 990 - - 990 

  Miscellaneous 13,007 - - 13,007 

  Postage 2,343 - - 2,343 

  Real estate taxes 3,822 - - 3,822 

          Food 3,445 - - 3,445 

  Program expenses 4,380 - - 4,380 

  Dues, membership, training 1,681 - - 1,681 

  Books & subscriptions               406                   -                             -                406 

      2,013,095                   -                  -      2,013,095 
 

     
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 100,400 (3,668) - 96,732 

     

NET ASSETS – BEGINNING OF YEAR       1,037,699          3,668         64,846      1,106,213 

     

NET ASSETS – END OF YEAR $    1,138,099 $              - $      64,846 $   1,202,945 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA 
Statement of Financial Position June 30, 2017 

Total new victims                                        1,708 
Total new significant others                            373 

Total new children                                         271 
Total new recipients of service              2,352 
 

Domestic violence-related hotline calls          1,459 

Total adult counseling hours                     8,503.61 
Total significant other counseling hours       684.11 
Total child counseling hours                     3,069.53 

Total counseling hours                    12,257.25 
 

Shelter nights to victims                               4,181  
Shelter nights to children                             2,558 

Total shelter nights                             6,739 
  
Total DV Full, referred elsewhere              29 
Total Protection From Abuse 
Orders Filed                                             1,078 
 

Programs to community groups                       172 
to 5,400 people                                                               

Programs to schools                                       337 

to 11,382 students 
Community/systems trainings                            41 

to 627 people 

Media/other events                                        268 

Audit was performed by Houston & Associates, LLC, Certified Public Accountants 
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During the holiday season, every person has his or her own definition of the word peace.  For some it is the 

hustle and bustle of the season, for others it is the moment when the last guest departs. Some may even 

define it as when they find that perfect present.  For Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA, it 

means not having to live in fear.  Home is a place filled with peace.  This is what we wish for everyone.   

Peace at home.  

 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NONPROFIT ORG 
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WASHINGTON, PA 

PERMIT NO. 37 

Administrative Office 
724.223.5481 • Fax 724.223.5482 
308 East Maiden Street • Washington, PA 15301 
 

Washington County Shelter 
724.223.9190 • 1.800.791.4000 • Fax 724.229.0284 
 

Greene County Satellite Office 
724.852.2463 • Fax 724.627.4729 
 

Fayette County Shelter 
724.439.9500 • Fax 724.437.2543 

 

Carol Willison………………………....................Editor 
Michelle L. Robinson-Ritter...............................Executive Director 

Has your mailing address changed?  If it has, we would like to 

know.  Please check the appropriate box below, make any 

changes next to the mailing label and return it to:  
 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA 

308 East Maiden Street • Washington, PA 15301 
 

Thank you!  
 

 Name misspelled 

 Contact person changed 

 Address incorrect 

 Please remove from mailing list 

Domestic Violence 
Services of  

Southwestern PA 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA is funded by grants from the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence, The Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, ESG/HUD & DPW-
HAP/Washington County, HUD/Fayette County, United Way and through donations from area churches, businesses, organizations, clubs and private individuals.  All services are 
provided confidentially and without regard to race, color, age, sex, religious creed, ancestry, national origin, handicap or disability, marital status or sexual orientation.  Registered with 
the Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Maryland, and Alabama Bureaus of Charitable Organizations.  A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the 
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.  West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents 

from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, West Virginia 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement. 


